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Can you name 5 things that
are made out of rubber?

FM“OSN‘"‘C' you in the classroom?
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But where does

rubber come from?
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Malaysia used to be one of the main
producers of rubber, with half of the

world’s rubber produced in the country.
 But rubber is not native to Malaysia!

Question: Do you know
which country rubber
trees come from?







Youican imagine that
many people must have worked
toitap rubberiif half of the
world’s rubberiwasiproducediin

Question:|Dolyou
know!whoitapped
theirubberitrees?



lrom the late 17003, the British colonial
governmen{ broughjt many people from South
India to Malagsia (J(hen called Malaga) to work

as coolies on rubber plan{a{ions and in the por{s.
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Life was hard for these peop[e, both in India
and in Malaga. Theg worked very long hours

under the hot sun and pouring rain. Theg lived
in simple houses with little comforts. Theg

Nang never returned to India and s{aged in

Malaga, Forming their own communi{g and iden{i{g.

Image credits: Archival Image Collection, Kew




The same sgsjtem of indentured labour was pmc’ticed in other par{s
of the world like Fiji, Sri Lanka, South Af rica, Mauritius and
Trinidad. These countries were also known as the British colonies. The
people who made the difficult journeys to these countries worked on
sugarcane plan{a{ions. Several people who travelled to these

countries also worked as administrators in the British colonial offices

and suppor’ted the British govemmen{ in their rule of these i:olonies.




However, this was not the first time that Indians arrived on Malagan

shores. South Indian rulers and traders first arrived in Malaga

around J(he 10{h cen{urg, more {han 1000 years ago!

/

0thiCoibin o Chalaihetire s Rt anr Gk vt Lok,

South lndian J(md_ers Chola [mpire Chola forces Tamil and Hindu
and rulers arrive in expands maritime establish poli{ical influences are
Malaga and engage in reachinto control over par{s of absorbed into local
Indian Ocean trade Southeast Asia the Malag Peninsula Nalag culture
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Can you think of some Ma[ag words that are similar to Tamil?




Sakunthalai’s husband left a small village in
Tamil Nadu and Jjoined hundreds of thousands of

labourers who made the Jjourney to a new 1life in
Malaya in the early 1900s. He was promised a work
permit and adequate wages to pay off his debt
within 10 years. When 1l8-year-old Sakunthalai did
not hear from him through her relatives who had
made the journey before him, she packed what
little she had with her three Yyoung ehlldren and
boarded the boat to Malaya to =
escape the famine in

her village.




In Malaya, Sakunthalai worked as a rubber
tapper in a plantation in Kedah. Though
she was never reunited with her husband,
she was determined to work hard and bring
up her children all by herself.

She began working between the hours of 2 am and 5
am, navigating the uneven terrain in darkness with
a head light and a fellow female rubber tapper for
company. She worked tirelessly, cutting precise
incisions into the rubber tree with a steady hand
to not injure the tree. When the repetition bored
her, she sang songs to herself and dreamt up
stories to tell her children.
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Then, she returned in the afternoon to collect the
congealed latex in buckets strapped behind her back.
The weight of the latex determined Sakunthalai’s
weekly wages. Sakunthalai and her friend worked just
as hard as any of the male labourers, and yet their
wages were lower than their male counterparts. Aside
from working in the plantation, they needed to rush
home in time to cook and tend to their children, while

the men congregated in the toddy shop and drank away

their fatigue. Without the protection of a husband,
Sakunthalai lived a quiet life to avoid

unnecessary attention. She kept her

head down and children close when

white masters visited the plantation.

2 Art credits: Selvam Rajamanika
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B At night, under the light of a small kerosene

i1 lamp, she made brooms out of branches that

: she collected with the help of her children;
these, her children would sell around the
village for extra income. This was her favourite part
of the day, conjuring up stories about big houses and

orchards while splitting the branches evenly. v
5@ Her children tied knots around the sticks with rope '
i while dreaming their own little dreams about sweet

snacks and toys they couldn’'t afford.

y
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She made sure her children went to the estate school so
they could learn to read and write. She refused to 1let
them be illiterates, like her. It thrilled her to hear
them learn English words in school. Even after her
children grew up and landed government jobs,
Sakunthalai tapped rubber till the end of her days to
raise her grandchildren and offer them small luxuries.
She told the same stories to her grandchildren, even in
her old age when her memory was beginning to fade. It
was her favourite part of the day, after all; under the
light of a small lamp, three generations shared their

dreams and joys. What remains of her legacy now are the

she

protective gold hip-chains, arnaakodi, that
gifted each of her grandchildren,
and the stories they ) i, |
remember her by.  § i

Cecoerod \voonaidss

-

: Selvam Rajamanikam SENsECE
- T s o T




/Imagine you are Sakunthalai

- |

What would life I e ——|
have looked like A would gou have been living in?

when you arrived?
A

low do you
would have felt?
would have fjelt!

Discuss these ques{ions with your teacher and write a short

poem describing your experience J(oge’(her with your class.



Now let’s look at some folk songs that Malagsian Indian scholars like Dr R. Thandagu“\am

and [nbah Nilah Sugurmar have ga{hered and {ransla{ed FOY us {0 remember.

Gev&lul BHITL (HLILIM_LIML6V&6TT

3L (H wIL(h WwHenGHenWL! GLimev
SHBISIGeVIT&(EHLD [HLO6BILD

Go.l 96V D6V 5G| 60)6USHS5|
G&M(henwseT GlFwslesTmmGy

&L CaTLL 551G -- (LD RS Wen ]
86.601C\Wgn)|lD GlLwf GI&m(h&s)

@ &mesoT(hGLMTMT Usley G&uiw
guilevev 55

geipL LI LLGLTGW 1&g ©eueiert &mest
O&M(H6Hg! Tuilevev 6]&6oTm6sT

Gaemev GLigy) ClEmm) Sk, - BkIs
OIBMbHG! 6umMpGmMITLD

Yet, we persist

No different from herding
goats and cattle,

the English cage us,

and abuse us.

In the sugarcane plantations,
we, the Indians,

are renamed coolies,

flocked into trains,

then, taken to be branded.

They paid only ien coins,

the price off our agony,

then rounded us up on trains.

Lice in our clothes, itching scabies—-
yet we persist

painfully.

ls your class poem similar to these? What are some J(hings that
your class wrote about that are different?

Collected by Dr R Thandayutham, translated to English by Enbah Nilah Sugurmar, published in Tamil Terrains, trace press



You've learned about how South Indian people arrived in Ma[aga, and
the role H\eg have plaged in shaping culture J[odag.

Rearmnge the f o“owing images to build a timeline.

British Fast India

Compang in Penang

Indentured labour

and COH{Y(IC{ sgs{em

End of angani Chola Kings
sgs’(em influence
; = = < ® ® .

300 C.L. 1200 1786 18005 1338



Chola Kings Indentured labour

inﬂuence and COH{Y(IC{ sgs’(em

900 C.E. l 1786 l 1958
o o

1200 18005

0]
End of Kangani

sgs’(em

South Indian British Fast India

rulers’ arrival Compang in Penang



Think of your life today.

Are there any similarities to life
during British colonisation?



Now listen to these three stories of Malagsian Indian
women J(odag bg c[icking on the speech bubbles.

Can you find three J(hings that are similar to
Sakunthalai’s lif e?


https://youtu.be/KQBa5zX7MA0?si=RUjlCShAT6NG2OtP
https://youtu.be/7GOz07YdjY8?si=VJ-oOfmllnST8KdF
https://youtu.be/cO9Eylb0Cro?si=h0QyvZruyoO5u9Ix

You havelcomeltoithelend ofiyourilessonitodaylunderstandinglhow;
legaciesiof colonialismiarelstillipresentiinfourilivesitoday-RWhat
wishesidolyou'haveliforiyourselfiandlyouriclassmatesiasiyoulgrowiup?

Eoriyourlhomework;idrawialpicturelbasedionitheselwishe
whatlyoulhavellearntiwithiyourilovedionesiifitheylhavejalmobile]
phoneloricomputer;laskithemitolexploreithejwebsitelabovelwithiyou®



http://www.excapeurmi.com/

Dear J(eachers

| Thank you FOI' downloadmg Hus resource' We hope “us was a Fun J(eachmg

expenence FOT you and your Cl(lSS

Here are some addnjuonal resources {0 SUPPOY{ your explom’(lon OF “\e {OPIC

i
M plantations | !

1. Skeletons of [mpire
3. lamils of Singapore & Tamil Nadu

Please do ge{ in {OUCh Wl{h us {0 share your classroom expenences We lOOk

forward to hearing from you.
Be;{ Wishes, } »
Dr Geetha Reddg, Dr Ni{higa Guna Saigqmn, :
Enbah Nilah Sugurmar, Leia Ariin Gomez | —r
FoE L AT I‘ o
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https://youtu.be/Nd1AeFH66Fo?si=hxkRqzTCRHs6DeZl
https://youtu.be/Nd1AeFH66Fo?si=hxkRqzTCRHs6DeZl
https://www.moganselvakannu.com/skeletonsofempire
https://youtu.be/9BWAHSYp71Q?si=XjSLAVWscfB6uSGW

